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SUBJECT: VISIT OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN TO ASSESS CHROME 
ORE EXPORT SITUATION 
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1 . DIAMOND SHAMROCK CHEMICAL COMPANY HAS INFORMED DEPART- 
MENT THAT THREE-MAN GROUP OF COMPANY EXECUTIVES WILL BE 
VISITING SOUTH AFRICA MID-MARCH TO ASSESS CHROME ORE 
SHIPMENT NETWORK THROUGH MAPUTO AND POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 
WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA. (PURPOSE OF TRIP THUS APPEARS 
IDENTICAL TO THAT OF PPG INDUSTRIES MENTIONED REFTEL.) 

GROUP WILL INCLUDE JACK DANNEMILLER, DIRECTOR OP PURCHAS- 
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DIVISION; AND CHESTER RUDOLE, PLANT MANAGER. THEY WILL 
BE IN JOHANNESBURG ON MARCH 16 THROUGH 18 AND WOULD LIKE 
TO MEET WITH MESSRS. KIRBY AND SWEETWOOD ON MORNING OF 
MARCH 17 (WEDNESDAY) IF POSSIBLE. THEY WILL CALL CONGEN 
ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON TO CONEIRM VISIT. 

2. ACCORDING TO DIAMOND SHAMROCK REPRESENTATIVES, 
RELATIVELY LONG SHIPPING DELAYS ARE CURRENTLY BEING 
ENCOUNTERED AT MAPUTO. SHIPS MUST REPORTEDLY WAIT FOR 

30-35 DAYS BEFORE BEING LOADED COMPARED TO ONLY 10-15 
DAYS IN EARLY JANUARY. COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE NOTED THAT 
RECENT CYCLONE WHICH STRUCK SOUTHEASTERN AFRICA DID 
CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE TO MOZAMBICAN PORT AND RAIL 
FACILITIES. HE ALSO NOTED RUMORS THAT REMAINING 
PORTUGUESE PORT AND RAIL TECHNICIANS ARE LEAVING 
MOZAMBIQUE. CONGESTION APPARENTLY BECAME SO BAD AT ONE 
POINT AND TIED UP SO MANY ORE CARS THAT SOUTH AFRICA 
REPORTEDLY SHUT OFF CHROME ORE SHIPMENTS FOR 3 TO 4 

WEEKS EARLIER THIS YEAR, BUT SHIPMENTS ARE NOW SAID TO 
BE MOVING AGAIN. 

3. IN VIEW OE GROWING INTEREST IN CHROME ORE SHIPMENT 
PROBLEMS, DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SOONEST 
POST ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION AS REQUESTED IN REFTEL. 
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